John Carley “True Grit” Scholarship Application
“It’s not how you start; it’s how you finish.”
This $1,000 scholarship is awarded in honor of John L. Carley, the longest-serving principal of South Western High School.  Throughout his life, Mr. Carley displayed courage and determination in meeting the challenges that came his way. Mr. Carley knew firsthand that life was sometimes unfair and that grit and heart were two qualities that would help a person succeed. As a teacher, head football coach, and principal, Mr. Carley quietly and without fanfare helped others pick themselves up when they stumbled and realize that they were strong, capable, and worthwhile people.

This scholarship is awarded in his honor to a graduating SWHS senior who has shown the heart and “true grit” it takes to overcome obstacles and work towards their goals despite the challenges that come their way.

The scholarship application is to be completed by the student.  Please type or print legibly in blue or black ink.  
Part I: Applicant information

First Name __________________________   MI ________  Last Name _______________________
Date of Birth _______/_______/_______     
Home Address (Street or Apt #)_____________________________________________________

City ____________________________   State _________________    Zip ___________

Home Phone (____) _____________________      Cell Phone (____) _____________________

Email address __________________________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature _______________________________________  Date: _______________                                                                                               
Part II: Essay Response (Written or Video)  
Submit an essay response (written or video) addressing ALL of the items below.  Written essays should be no longer than 1-2 pages in length.  Video essays should be no longer than 3-5 minutes.  There is a “Video Essay Tip Sheet” below to help with submitting in this format.  Please make certain to include your first/ last name in your response.
1) This scholarship is intended for a student who is or has had personal, medical, or financial challenges and has worked towards overcoming them.  What challenges have you experienced that would make you a good candidate for this scholarship?  
2) Having heart and “true grit” means having the courage to continue when life gets tough.  How have you shown heart and “true grit” as you have dealt with your challenges in life?
3) What lessons have you learned from these experiences that might help you as you face new challenges in life?

Submit this application and response to: SWHS Counseling Office
Due Date:  April 15, 2023
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4 STEPS

To submitting a video essay for
your scholarship application
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Remember, you can submit
a paper essay or a video
essay. If you go with the
video, be sure to still plan
out your essay before
hitting record!

First...your choice!

°
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Record your video
o
You can use your phone's
o camera. When you record,
be sure your phone is steady
the entire time & dress
° professionally!
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Upload to Youtube

°
We recommend you
upload to your °
Southwesternsd.org
Youtube channel
o
o

‘ -Set Permissions & Email

link to SWHS Counseling

Be sure you set the video's
permission to "unlisted" and email

SWSHSCOUNSELING
@SOUTHWESTERNSD.ORG

the link to your video essay.
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